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Owing to the lack of water resources, Singapore has been buying water
from Malaysia. In 1998, Malaysia representatives discussed this issue with
Singapore President Wu Zhuo Dong during the ASEAN annual meeting,
hoping for a new round of negatiation. Wu agreed and organized the so-called
four-eye meeting between Mahathir and Lee in 2000 and 2001 in Putrajaya.
The two sides discussed in details about various issues and made important
agreements on several issues. Malaysia agreed to stick to the current contract
under 2061 and would continue to supply water to Singapore with a 15-fold
increase in price. But after several communications between the two
governments, the new agreement was declared void. Both the Singapore and
Malaysia governments were once optimistic about making a new agreement.
The objective of this thesis is to explain why the two governments are willing

to negotiate but has not come up with a long-lasting agreement.
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Nations Department of Economic and Socia Affairs, Global Challenge and Global
Opportunity: Trends in sustainable development, Johannesburg Summit 2002 (United Nations
Department of Economic and Socia Affairs, 2002).

2 United Nations, World Development Report: Evolution of Water Use (London: UNESCO
Publishing, 2009), Chapter 7.
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* Narayanan Ganesan, “Maaysia-Singapore Relations: Some Recent Developments,” Asian
Affairs: an American Review Vol .25, No.1 (1998), pp.21-36.
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8 Roy Lewicki and Joseph Litterer, Negotiation (Homewood: Richard D. Irwin, 1985), p.4; Fred
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8 Seer Maaysia Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “Water: The Singapore-Ma aysia Dispute — the
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2 |rvin Lim, “Water Spike! Hydropolitik and Conflict in Singapore-Malaysia Relations,” in
Irvin Lim et d. eds, Beyond Wulnerability? Water in Sngapore-Malaysia Relations
(Singapore: Nanyang Technological University, Institute of Defense and Strategic Studies,
2002), p.59.

% H. E Tay et d., “Infiltration Inflow Studies of Singapore Sewage Catchments” in
Proceedings of the International Conference on Asian Water Technology, Singapore,
September 22-24, 1994, pp.223-235.
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